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The development of public spaces in the postar housing areas.
Case study city of Homs, Syria

Abstract: Public spaces play a great role ities, the development and the identity
formation of a society and of a place, but in psat housing areas, criticisms raised about
the deadness of these spaces which struggle in fulfilling these importantTiulepaper
exploresthe previousstatemenand demonstratdsow environmental and socia@londitions
influencethe useof urbanpublic spaces ilHoms cityin Syria asa casestudy.It aims at
understanding the need of public spaces, and how can it take part in the recreation of social
interactionsand influence the general perception about such areas, and their importance in
such processes.

Keywords: Postwar, Public spaceReconstruction, Hom&rm Shamshm

Introduction

Public spaces are the lungs of cities, where people meet, exclzamggo
through, i.e. where cities come to life. They are an integral part of the urban identity,
and changing a city and its social reality includes a change of space, and especially of
public spaces. This is especially relevant when designing neighborhoods such as
postwar housing areas, where public spaces could serve as motors for changes. Such
changes could occur through public spa
planners to bring those pesta r nei ghborhoods 6éback to
changesone should first understand the current situation and how do public spaces in
postwar housing areas really work [1]. Cities, people, and climates are intrinsically
related. All three influence one another creating multiple distinctive situations of u
ban life, and shape its identity [3]. The Syrian ongoing conflict has displaced almost
five million Syrian people, and the infrastructure of public and private spaces and
schools is severely damaged, and will either need reconstruction or rehabilitation in
order to restor¢heir functionality [5].

The concept of public spaces

Brief history

The first public space in history probabhas the Greek Agora, which was at the
heart of civilized urban life. Public spaces had a more political dimension inothe R
man ea when they were considered as the places where power is represented. At the
Renaissance, they became a territory for sociability open to elitist citizens, exiting the

family and intimate friendds sphere tow
cities i n Europe needed revitalizati on
| arge sections of the population in the
for personal devel opment o, I n oppn@asi tio

vironment so desi ¢l ;adiraliceciies, the enosque playdd dhe e
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main role in urban life of city fabric, narrow streets that lead to the main square
where people gather was an old form of public spaces. The courtyard of the Arabic
house formed a small garden inside the house which caused the lack of public parks
expect a number of gardens in the countryside outside the city [2].

Nowadays, severalctivities may occurin physicalpublic spacesThey can
simultaneouslyor separatelybe places where peoplepassthrough,loaf around,
wherepeoplestop,wherepeoplemeet.Peoplecanwork, shop,rest,play. People
cansit, observeconversegreetetc[1].

Postwar housing and public spaces

After end of thesecond worlewar, there was a largend quickly growing need
for new housing, and in the same time, poat era saw the peak of functionalism
pl anning, when architects and planners
and O6functional 8 cityo bel i etheudghnadicaly ¢
changes to the built environmento and
dramatically i mproved housing and envi i
foll owing moderni smés principles [1].

Public spaces were not a priority the conception and design of pesr
housing areas. that this is firstly due to the process of constructions, in which the
spaces were just considered as spaces where the construction materials and tools suc
as cranes could fiPostwar housing areawere a truly revolution in their day in
terms of urbanity and modernity. Unfortunately, over the years, the accumulation of
sever al fact or s a nsthndardseraggdd ghangire asvicious spsab C |
of decline that led today to isolated, s|gated and negatively connoted areas [1].

Postwar Urban housing and public spaces aspects

Different parameters can influence urban atmosphere, and aesthetic public
spaces are not dissociable from the surrounding built environment as one of-its pri
cipal characteristics is to link it together [Mloreover,p e o pdctiens and perceptions
areinfluencedby their built and climatic environmentslt is thereforeconsistentto
saythatcities areformedby thesenterrelatedelementsindeed for public life to hap-
pen,aspecificsocial,built andclimatic environmenis needed3].

Public spaces are of main importance in the formation of society and people,
especially for children, acting as stages for social and personal development. People
have to be combnted to others, in their diversity [1].

The case study of Karm Shamsham

The built environment

Karm Shamsham is a higlensity area of Homs city in Syria, with narrow
streets about 8 meters wide. Thare few open public spaces in the neighborhood
and een fewer green areas.-Nour Square is the only opdo-public green park
within a 500metre radius, with AEllo garden being the closest park, and oné-foo
ball playground inside AGassania school [4].

The square is divided in two areas: one enclosedrgspace of approximately
2,000 nf and surrounded by streets of vehicular traffic that are approximatel: 8 m
ters wide (Figure 1). Both areas are divided by a metallic fence and connected by four
gates located in the middle of each one.

The distance betvem the buildings facing the street is 5 meters, and their
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height varies between 14 and 25 meters. The resulting -tadthight ratio is b-
tween 7:1 and 4:1 [4].

The social environment

Karm Shamsham was the place of living for the rural migrants thagdertt!
the cityds eastern infor mal areas in t
have a core role in the cityods transpo
and new eastern position in a radius urban city form. These eastern neighborhoods
are mostly dominated by public sector employment, and the area's economic facilities
are exclusively owned by its residents, and they also have their private investments in
the area's vibrant markets [5].

The climatic environment

Located at omlscityhdsa teiperate Mediterkhnean climate-cha
acterized by chilly to cold winters and warm, occasionally hot summers.

Il n winter, average temperatures are
rarely fall below-4 AC or ri se ab dyweurslaboutAh@e or Bur o w
times a year, mostly from December to February.

Summers are generally hot, wi th an e
Spring and autumn are mixed seasons with high variation.

Wind occurrence happens during the all seasidribe year, especially from
December to February and | ate summer mc
office, wind comes predominantly from west and the southwest [6].

The high variability of Homs 0s weat
goodlaboratory for investigating the relationship between weather and the use of u
ban space.

Conclusion and Discussion

Public spaces in paestar housing areas are important to help people to choose
what is appropriate for their area, especially if the areanspletely rebuilt, to make
activities that bring life and increase social relations, make people go out &nd co
front to diversity, and to make a first visual impression.

The lack of gardens, playground, and squares in the neighborhood shows the
importane t hat Opublic spacessd c anmblipsbages i n
can be at the center of the strategies to open the area to the surroundings, vehich is e
sential to change the perception that people have about these areas, by making people
come,or making inhabitants leave.

By studying thedifferent factorsof the climatic, built and social environments
influence should take a major pargilanners and designers should work on public
spaces in poswar housing areas from what they already hawendrto keep the
main identity of these spaces and design while thinking about the future.

Considering human needs, by consulting directly the users for instance, human
di mensions, and provide Aintricacy, | 0)
adding of natural elements as emphasize, water, greenery etc.
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Ynpasnenue 06pazoBaTelbHbIM HPOLECCOM C OMOILBIO
rapMOHHM3aLMHU (KOPPEKTHPOBKH) BHCLIIHUX U BHYTPEHHUX

(hakTopoB

Buyrtpenuuii
aHaim3

PaGoronarenn
- onpejiesieHue TpeOOBaHUH K BBIITYCKHUKAM BY30B;
- (hopMHpOBaHME 3aKa3a Ha MOArOTOBKY CIELHUAIUCTOB (HYXK/IbI

peruoHa).
$ B3aUMO/ICHCTBHE $

BY3
(npenoaaBaTeib)
- MOJArOTOBKA KOMIIETEHTHBIX BbIYCKHUKOB COOTBETCTBYIOLIEIO
YPOBHs1 U 1pouis;

- MCHXOJIOro-nejaroruyeckasi 3ajada (Hy>KHO HAWTH MoaAXoja K
KaXI0MY CTY/CHTY, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT €ro 0OCOOEHHOCTEIH);

- OKas3aHHuC IIOMOLIM CTYJACHTaM B BBICTPAMBAHUM IpoLecca
OﬁylleHHﬂ, OCHOBAHHOI'O Ha HHIAUBHUAYaJIbHOM I10AXO0/C;

- KOHTPOJIb M OLICHKA pe3yJIbTaTOB OOy4YeHHs! CTYICHTOB (T.e.
MOJIy4aeMbIX KOMIECTCHLIHH);

- CO3/laHME YCIOBMH JUIs IpPEJOCTAaBICHUs OOydalomMUMCs
BO3MOXKHOCTH Y dexTuBHO Moaenuposats ceoro UTO;

- OLICHKA YCICIIHOCTH H Bocrpe6oaauuocm BBIITYCKHHKOB By3a.

WNuuBuayanbHble KOMIETCHIIUU
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B2
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IllflCI_lHI'l.ﬂllebl Bapuamauoro
omnoka cornacio ®I'OC BO u
VII, HayyHO-UCCIIEe10BaTEILCKAS
pabora marucrpa
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>
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JAaHHBIX

- OLEHKAa CBOMX BO3MOJXHOCTEH,
NOTPeOHOCTEH U MHTEPECOB, HCXOs U3
KOTOPBIX [IPOUCXOAUT BBIOOp
KOMIICTCHLU/H‘;!, a 3aTeM JUCUMIUIHH,

- pasButue JIMYHOCTHBIX u
npoecCHOHANIBHBIX KaueCTB;

- CaMOOLICHKa M aHaju3 pa3BUTHS
MOJIy4aeMbIX KOMIICTCHIIHH.

Unpopmanmonnas cucrema

[ToAroToBKa  KOMIIETEHTHBIX  BBITYCKHHUKOB  HAWIYYIINM |
00pa3oM, NOBBILIEHHE Ka4eCcTBa 00pa30BaHus U peiiTHHTA By3a. |
I
I

{ Ik getis® § dz!

7

WnauBuayanbHas TpacKTopus
o0y4eHus MarucTpa
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